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Summer is a chance to slow down, spend time with family, and enjoy all that God has created for us! I hope that your summer has been filled with laughter, fun, and time spent with friends and family.  In addition to enjoying time with our families all of us here at Sacred Heart of Mary School have been working hard to make the school ready for the arrival of all of our school families. As we begin this year, we will celebrate SHM’s Spiritual Theme of Caring for God’s Creation! This year we will explore God’s creation within each other, in the world, and as we celebrate each liturgy. It is our mission to preserve and care for all of God’s creations!  Look below for further information on these very special projects! Take some time to read this important newsletter and post it where you can reference it. 


Peace and Blessings,


Ms. Walters
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Special Interest Articles:


•	Briefly highlight your point of interest here.
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Upcoming Events:





August:


26-28 Professional Days for Teachers


27: Potluck dinner 6:30pm


31: Orientation Day:


New Families 9-10:30 (school hall)


6th graders 7:50-11:45am





September:


1: 1st Day of school 11:45 dismissal


4: No School


7: No school- Labor Day


8: Back to School Night Grades 6-8


10: Back to School Night Grades 1-5


25: Early dismissal (11:45)





This year we are trying something new! In an effort to help new families learn more about SHM, we will be holding an orientation day on August 31st. Only NEW students (grades K-8) and their families should attend this orientation. It will be 9:00-10:30am in the school hall, please use ramp entrance. New families will have a chance to meet teachers and other school staff members. 


This year we will also have a special “Welcome to Middle School Day!” for our 6th graders on August 31st. 6th graders should report to school on August 31st at 8am (school hall/ ramp entrance) and will be dismissed at 11:45. This is for 6th grade students ONLY! 


School will open for all students in grades 1-8 on September 1st. (Kindergarten and Pre-K families will receive separate notices) The school ramp doors will open at 7:30. We will begin with opening prayer at 7:50 and invite family members to join us in the Msgr. Parks Hall (School Hall). Following prayer, classes will then be dismissed upstairs and parents will exit through the ramp doors. 


If you are staying with us through prayer, please park on the lot and walk down the hall. If you are unable to join us, we ask that you use the drop off line by entering on Youngstown Ave. and leaving via Duluth Ave. Please DO NOT park on Duluth or Youngstown. No cars should enter the school parking lot via Duluth Ave. in the morning. 


Dismissal will begin on 8/27 at 11:45 with parking lot riders.  On Tuesday 8/28, students will enter the ramp in the morning and be dismissed beginning at 11:45 with the parking lot riders. For safety reasons, only students and faculty members are permitted in the school hall beginning on 8/28. 


The first day of school can make all of us nervous. Teachers, parents, new students, and returning students all have some amount of worry about what is going to happen the first day. Please know that this is normal and Sacred Heart of Mary School will try to make the first day as comfortable as possible. 
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First Day Jitters…





Welcome Back! 








August 2009








Please Remember…


Complete school uniforms are to be worn each day!








SHM Pot Luck Dinner 8/27 6:30pm.








The first official school gathering will take place on August 27th at 6:30 pm. in the Msgr. Park’s Hall (school hall). Drinks, hot dogs, and pork sandwiches will be provided, but we are asking families to bring a dessert, salad, or “covered dish” to share. Please use the school ramp to enter the hall. There will be a short presentation at 6:45pm and activities for the students. 


We are looking for a few families that can be “Ambassador Families.” As an Ambassador family, you will have 1 or more new families to assist with the transition. This will include providing contact information and to be available to answer any questions a new family may have. 


If you are interested in serving as a SHM Ambassador Family, Please email Ms. Walters or call the school office. 


Please plan on attending this special event and welcoming our new families and saying hello to our returning families! 























Calling all “Seasoned SHM Families!”


We are looking for families to assist new families with the transition to Sacred Heart of Mary School





Please call or email Ms. Walters if you are interested! !





The school handbook outlines all important school policies and procedures. All families will receive a copy. Copies will be sent home on the first day of school. Please take the time to read the policies listed within the handbook and share these school policies with your child/ren. School policy is created to ensure that your children are safe, happy, and learning all in the context of our Catholic faith. Please sign and return the last page of the handbook by September 3rd. 


Parent/ Guardian cooperation and support is key to your child’s compliance with the school’s uniform policy. This is especially true as the policy relates to hair and correct shoes. 





This year we will continue to offer 2 Back to School Nights. Please plan on attending the night that is for your child/ren’s grade. This evening is for parents; we do not encourage parents to bring their children. 


Grades 6-8: 9/8 6:30 pm


	Parents/Guardians of students in grades 6-8 are invited to enter through the front door and report directly to their child’s homeroom. Parents will follow a modified version of the child’s schedule. Schedules will be handed out in homerooms. 


Grades 1-5: 9/10 6:30pm


	Parents/Guardians of students in grades 1-5 are invited to enter via the school ramp and assemble in the school hall for a brief assembly and then will be dismissed to their child’s classrooms to meet with the teachers. 


***


Please remember both nights are not intended to serve as individual conferences; please contact your child’s teacher to set-up an individual conference. 
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Handbooks and School Policies:
































Back to School Nights: 








Students in grades 2-8 will also find a student version of the school handbook in their school agenda/homework book (purchased at the school store). The student handbook contains the same information as the main parent/ student handbook, but some parts have been omitted. The Parent/Student Handbook is considered the governing handbook and should be consulted for questions. 


	Please help us provide a great education for your child by supporting school policy. As always, you are welcome to discuss any issues with the school administration.  


Thank you for your continued support! 





6726 Youngstown Ave.


Baltimore MD 21222





Phone:	


410.633.7040





Fax:	


410.633.7644





E-Mail:	


pamw@shmschool.org





Caring for God’s Creation!  





Sacred Heart of Mary School

















As we go back to school there are always changes. Sometimes there is new paint or a new policy, other times there are new faces and new ideas! 


As we begin this school year we are starting the school year with some new faces and returning faces is new positions. At the time of this printing, we do not have all of the decisions processed through, but are looking to share them via our school website as soon as they are finalized. Any changes to individual teachers will be sent home to specific grade levels. 


Our other big change this year will be the addition of a larger, well represented Home and School Association. You will receive a packet of dates, fundraising information, as well as communication information during the first week of school. The HSA board can be reached by email at � HYPERLINK "mailto:hsa@shmschool.org" ��hsa@shmschool.org�. 


As mentioned before we are embracing the theme of “Caring for God’s Creation” as our theme for this school year. While this lends itself easily to environmental/ earth friendly ideas, we will be thinking even deeper to include all of the wonders God has created for us. Each month we will embrace a different area of creation and complete a service project to help facilitate a deeper understanding and thanksgiving for this creation. We will of course weave in a great deal of environmental education and action including a larger focus on recycling, 





	





Endings, beginnings, and something new!

















We’re on the Web!


See us at:


www.shmschool.org
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While you think about your article, ask yourself if the picture supports or enhances the message you’re trying to convey. Avoid selecting images that appear to be out of context.


Microsoft includes thousands of clip art images from which you can choose and import into your newsletter. There are also several tools you can use to draw shapes and symbols.





Forms, Forms, and More Forms…


Don’t forget that we will ask for many very important forms to be completed during the first week of school! Now is the time to collect emergency contact numbers, doctor’s information and anything else that will be helpful to complete forms quickly! 








