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Upcoming Events: 
October 2009
October 2: A.M. 1st Friday Mass –Student Council Installation
P.M. Chick-Fil-A Night 5-8pm
October 12:
School Closed for students; Professional Day
October 13: Market Day Pick-Up 7-8pm School Hall
October 14: 
11:45 Dismissal
October 16: Ident-A-Kid
October 17: HSA/ Youth Carwash- N.Point Rd. Wendy’s
October 18: Youth Group Bake Sale (Church) 
October 19:
Field Trip K/1
October 23:
11:45 Dismissal
October 24:
SHM Parish Fall Fest noon-9pm
October 30: Bowling begins
October 31: Halloween! 
November 3: Winter Uniform begins
Fall is Here!  
[image: MCj04108770000[1]]The crisp air of Autumn finally seems to be upon us. This gift from God is shown in many ways such as the shorter days, cooler weather, splashes of color on the trees, and the presence of pumpkins, squash, and Indian corn for sale! The opening of school has changed our behaviors and activities to include time for study, team sports, and new friendships. 
These signs from nature are a message that it is time to bring in the harvest and begin preparing for winter. While we are months away from snow and all that it brings, we still in begin to prepare ourselves in our actions. Simple things like trying on our winter uniforms for November, or changing our clothes in the closet remind us there is work to be done. 
Take the time to do the spiritual work to prepare for winter as well. After the Autumn season, we prepare for the great feast of Christmas through the church season of Advent. As you clean your closets of tank-tops and shorts, remember to take the time to store away old habits that eat away at our faith! 
Please remember also that as the weather becomes colder, students should be prepared for cooler weather by having a uniform sweater or sweatshirt with them and on even cooler days a jacket or coat for outdoor recess. We will take every opportunity possible to bring the students outside to get some fresh air, even when the air is chilly. 
It is my great hope that all of our families plan on attending the parish’s Fall Fest on October 24th! It was a great day last year, for all who participated as well as for everyone who made it such a great event. Also, thank you for everyone who has sent something in to represent his or her class! Your donations mean so much and make the event a great success! Please continue to send donations in, sell 50/50 tickets, and tell your friends and neighbors about this great event! 

	Have a great month,

		Ms. Walters
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[image: ]October is the month of the rosary, as well as the month we dedicate to respecting all life. As a school family we will pray a decade of the rosary each morning as part of morning prayers. Students should bring a rosary to school to be kept in their desks. By praying the rosary together, we not only are able enrich our prayer experience, but also educate our students about how to pray the rosary and the significance of the various mysteries we remember as we pray. Please feel free to join us in prayer each morning by saying a decade of the rosary either with us in person (prayers can be heard in the school lobby or office), or “virtually” by praying a decade each day. In addition all students will bring their rosary to mass for a blessing at our First Friday mass. All are welcome, or if you are unable to join us, please feel free to have your child bring an extra rosary to mass to be blessed for you. 

STAND/Volunteer Training: 
I would like to remind everyone to check his or her STAND Status for the upcoming school year.  In order to participate in your child's school activities you must be STAND Certified.  This includes classroom volunteers, chaperones for field trips and anyone who will have substantial contact with children at any time.  You may access the Archdiocese's website for further information about the STAND process at www.archbalt.org and click on Office of Child and Youth Protection.  You may also contact me at 410-633-2828 if you have any questions.
[image: DSCF0083]Please be mindful that STAND is in place as a means of preventing any harm to our children and youth.  I look forward to working with you.  
Teresa Semonick, STAND Coordinator

Arrival/ Dismissal:
In a continued attempt to keep our students safe, please remember to follow our policies. Please remember to abide by the traffic flow patterns in the morning AND afternoon and to pass these policies along to anyone who you charge with to pick up your child/ren. In the morning the safest way to drop off your child is to utilize the drop off lane and the safest way to pick-up your child is to park on the lot.
Please remember students may not be dropped off on Duluth Ave. at any time, nor are students allowed to cross Youngstown Ave. at any time. This is true even when they are with a parent. Please help us keep everyone safe! 

SHM Fall Fest- 10/24/09
Fall is coming fast! Please plan on attending and helping when possible at SHM’s Fall Festival! A flyer went home (extras are available in the school office) with all of the great games and entertainment details. It will be a great day to play, make scarecrows, eat great food, and enjoy good company. Then in the evening, the fest continues in the Msgr. Parks’ Hall (school hall) with music, indoor games and wheels, and additional menu options!

A letter went home recently requesting your help as a volunteer; please consider donating some time to help make the event great! Ms. Donna Rosenthal will be in charge of volunteer placement. Her email address is drosent2@jhmi.edu and her phone number is 410-288-5516. Please contact Donna for more details about volunteering or to give your preferred time to volunteer!

School families are requested to support our parish by attendance and contributing small items for the stands. Classes have been grouped together to help us have wonderful prizes! We need your help- please donate! 

Pre-K, K., and 1st grade: healthy snacks to fill pumpkins (snack bags, juice boxes, etc.

2nd, 3rd, and 4th:  $5 donation for Snack Stand.

5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th: “Major League” sports items 

Cash Donations are always welcome as well if you want to skip the shopping! 

Please send new items into your child’s homeroom! 

PowerSchool Parent Access: [image: ]
Powerschool parent access is now available to all families with students in grades 3-8. Please utilize this important tool to learn more about your child’s progress. If you are having trouble logging in or have misplaced your password, please contact Ms. Holly in the office. If you have questions about your child’s progress, or a specific assignment, please contact your child’s teacher. Please remember that the website had changed to http://archbalt.powerschool.com 

Winter Uniform:
Begins November 2nd:
Please remember that Winter uniform begins on November 2nd. This means that all students (pre-k -8th) must be in their “full” uniform. 

SHM Parish Youth News:
From Ms. Noel Fell, Youth Coordinator

I hope everyone is back into the “swing of things!” Youth ministry is always getting back to “business!” 
Bowling: SHM Fun Bowlers will begin on October 30th. 
Other Events:
October 17th- Youth Ministry/ HSA Carwash
October 18th- Youth Bake Sale after all masses
Sacramental Prep:
Reconciliation/ First Communion classes have begun as well as Confirmation orientation. The Confirmation investiture will be October 25th at noon. 
As always I am here to listen and help any way I can. If you have any additional ideas for future youth events, please let me know! I am looking forward to working with all of you! 
Have a GREAT day! 
	~Ms. Noel Fell
Rectory 
410.633.2828
nfell@shmparish.org
[image: ]
Home & School Association (HSA): 
 It has been a very busy September for the new board of the Home and School Association. We are settling in to our new positions and learning with every day that passes. Thanks to all the SHM families for their support so early on in the school year. The Meadow Farms and Stickees fundraisers were a big success. Thank you to Stacie Bahr and JoAnn DiMarino for all their help in processing all the orders! We hope to give updates at every HSA meeting with the details of each fundraiser.
 
The October fundraisers are Yankee Candles and Kids Stuff coupon books, which both start in the beginning of the month. It's the perfect time of year to sell these items, with the Christmas season right around the corner.
 
Keep an eye on the HSA information board in the lobby; it will be updated each month with pertinent items regarding fundraisers and other things going on around school. As always, feel free to email Tabitha, Laura or Jennifer at the hsa@shmschool.org website with any questions, concerns or ideas for the HSA. 
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:pannew:Library:Application Support:Microsoft:Office:Clipart:Personal:j0438243.wmf]Halloween: 
Teachers and/or homeroom representatives will be in touch for those classes who have additional information for celebrating Halloween. Costumes are not permitted for grades 1-8. 

Classroom News:

Take some time to look through all of the wonderful things going on in our school! Each teacher submitted his or her highlights! 

Pre-Kindergarten:
Pre -K is very busy. We are learning the school rules and how to be nice to our new friends.  We have also been working on the colors and our new color books.
     With falls arrival we have many new changes to look at and learn about.  Pre-K will be going to the Huber’s Produce Farm on October 16th.  This is always a fun trip where the children con see all the fall colors and pick the fall produce, the most important being the pumpkin.
Kindergarten:
Kindergarten has been busy as well as having lots of fun.  We are getting adjusted to the rules, the routines and each other.  I see lots of smiling faces each day and it is GREAT!
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:pannew:Library:Application Support:Microsoft:Office:Clipart:Personal:j0439508.jpg]In Religion we are learning about the wonderful gifts that God has given us such as Light, Water, Land, and Animals.  In Math we just finished our first chapter on Sorting and now we will be working on Geometry and Patterns.  In Phonics and Language Arts we have been identifying the upper and lower case forms of the alphabet letters and learning songs about each one.  In Handwriting we are learning how to make different types of lines such as vertical, horizontal, forward and backward circle, and even slant lines.  This will help us when we write our letters.  The songs about these lines are a real favorite too. 
In Reading we are learning about titles, letters, words, and rhymes through the use of poems in our Big Book.  This seems to be a favorite time of day since our bear friend; Mr. Karey wakes up and joins us then.  We have even started "READING" our word cards and books too!  DON'T FORGET TO PRACTICE THOSE WORDS EACH NIGHT--PRACTICE MAKES PERMANENT!! 
 In Social Studies we are going to be learning about Communities and the people who are in them to help us.  As you can see, our brains are working hard in Kindergarten.
First Grade:
September has brought a lot of new changes to the first grade students! They have done a tremendous job of fulfilling new responsibilities such as copying their homework from the board, emptying their own folders and turning in their work, and keeping their desks organized.
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:pannew:Library:Application Support:Microsoft:Office:Clipart:Personal:j0401126.jpg]	 A lot of learning has taken place in the few short weeks since school began. In Religion we have learned about the Blessed Trinity, creation and God’s promises to us. In Math the students have concentrated on mastering number words, ordinal numbers, and more and fewer than. They have also put on their thinking caps to start tackling those tricky word problems! Discussions and activities centering on rules, groups, and school have been the focus in Social Studies this month. We have learned the four basic handwriting strokes and are now working on letter formation and legibility. All of the first graders are also working hard in Language Arts, learning new vocabulary and spelling words and practicing their reading skills.
	As our first month in first grade comes to a close and October begins we are looking forward to starting the pizza Hut Book-It program, using our brand new science books, and possibly going on a field trip!  
Second Grade:
In the Second Grade in Language Arts we have been learning about the four types of sentences and their punctuation.  We are reading longer stories.  We are making sure that when we answer questions, we answer them in whole sentences.
In Math we are practicing our addition and subtractions facts so that we will be able to do the larger addition and subtraction problems that we will soon be learning.  
In Social Studies we are learning about rules and laws and why it is important to follow them.
In Science we are learning about how germs are spread and how to prevent that from happening.
[image: ][image: Macintosh HD:Users:pannew:Library:Application Support:Microsoft:Office:Clipart:Personal:j04324231.wmf]
Both Second and Third grades are reading Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs.  We are going to make cartoon strips about our favorite scenes from the story!
Third Grade:
In the Third Grade in Reading we just read a story about optical illusions, which we really enjoyed.
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:pannew:Library:Application Support:Microsoft:Office:Clipart:Personal:j0436726.wmf]In Math we have learned how to compare and place in order numbers in the thousands.  We have also learned how to round numbers in the thousands.  We are working on making change for amounts up to $20.00.
In Social Studies we are learning about different communities and where they are located.  We are even learning about Timbuktu!
In Science we are learning about the Moon and the Sun.  We have done activities that show us what life is like on the Moon.  

Fourth Grade:
Congratulations for an awesome job in completing their summer work. After reading the book, Sarah, Plain and Tall, we were able to enjoy the movie.  

Here is what is happening in three of our subjects.  This year in Religion we are growing in Jesus Christ by learning to spread the good news and living the Beatitudes.  We have on display our drawings of the Beatitudes and how we can live by them.
In Social Studies, we are learning about our wonderful state Maryland. We have studied Maryland's geography, natural landforms, regions and natural resources.  We are also learning the Northeast states, capitals, and state abbreviations.
Our Math class is working on place value, comparing large numbers and rounding numbers. We will be moving onto Adding and Subtracting of large numbers in a week. 
Homework Club for fourth graders begins on Tuesday, October 6th.  Students are welcome to stay in room 4-27 until 3:15 pm to complete any homework or to study for tests.
Fifth Grade:
The Fantastic Fifth Grade
	The students are exploring the night sky in science.  They made planispheres to help them predict the location and model the movement of constellations.  In social studies, they made dioramas to demonstrate how the Ice Aged people used animals for food, clothing, shelter, and tools.  In language arts, we are working on writing personal narratives.  In October, they will be reading a mystery novel.  

PRIDE (grades 1-5):
We have gotten off to a great start in PRIDE this year! Our first and second grade students have been learning how to make predictions and telling the main idea of stories. In the next month, we will learn the difference between fact and fantasy stories and learn how to recall and retell the events in a story. We have also been writing a lot about our favorite foods, toys/games, movies, and books. 
In third, fourth and fifth grade, we have been reading Charlie and the Chocolate Factory and writing business [image: ]letters to c chocolate companies to ask our questions and thank them for their great candies! We have been learning how to edit our work, categorize our ideas, and write narrative pieces. We will be finishing up Charlie and the Chocolate Factory and have the opportunity to build our own Willy Wonka factory!
In math, all students have been reviewing their addition, subtraction, multiplication and division facts from last year and we have learned some new ones. We will continue to learn new facts and concepts, while we work on our problem solving skills.

Middle School:

Middle School Science/Social Studies - Ms. Michele Vasold
We are off to a great school year!  The Middle School has already completed a number of projects, tests, and quizzes. I recommend the use of a tape recorder in my classes and find they are very useful when studying.  Of course, they are optional and cannot be used in other classes without that teacher's permission.
Plenty of projects are planned for the future.  I have found that some students do not come prepared for the projects and rely on "borrowing" from others.  This is not fair to the students who do come ready to work. (Middle School kids don't mind when to say no to their friends.) 
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:pannew:Library:Application Support:Microsoft:Office:Clipart:Personal:j0439415.jpg]
Special thanks to my 6th grade "room mother" Ms. Noel Fell. She sends home a great newsletter that keeps everyone (including me!) informed.

Middle School Language Arts - Mrs. Kandice Brune
The school year is definitely underway in Ms. Kandice’s Language Arts Classes!  
The 8th grade is studying Anne Frank:  Diary of a Young Girl.  In addition they are learning about the Holocaust and the effects of Anti-Semitism.  
In the 7th Grade, the students are reading a thrilling novel- The Westing Game.  Read along with your child and see who killed Sam Westing!
6th Graders are busy reading and creating their own Poetry.  Lyric, narrative, and Limericks are a few if the forms of poetry we’ve research so far.  Check out our limericks on display outside the 8th grade homeroom.
[image: ]
Middle School Math/ 7th-8th Grade Religion -  Mrs. Karen Gephardt

Mrs. Gephardt reports that she is seeing a lot of great effort in her Math classes.  She would like feedback from the parents about the review sheets that were done prior to the first test.  Parents, please let her know if you thought the review sheets were a helpful study tool by emailing your comments to kareng@shmschool.org.
7th grade Religion class is learning why it is important to attend weekend Mass on a regular basis and what liturgical prayer is all about, while the 8th grade Religion class is trying to determine why happiness is a learned process. 
 The 8th grade class also saw their first episode of Joan of Arcadia and wrote a synopsis of the episode.  Feedback from the students about the program was very positive.  We will be watching more episodes as the year progresses.  Remember, parents are always welcome to drop in and join in on the class discussions.

8th Grade Algebra:
Ms. Pam Walters
 The eighth graders completed a basic review of an introduction to algebra, and have moved on to working with real numbers.  In this chapter, the students will review adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing integers. They will also learn about using the distributive property and finding consecutive integers. We are also all looking forward to some more challenge problems! 

6th Grade Religion:
Br. William Ciganek
[image: ]The sixth graders are doing very well adjusting to the middle school and studying the New Testament. The depth of their learning includes not only the academic portion of studying Jesus’ life, but also developing a much deeper relationship with Him. The young men and ladies are taking learning about Jesus very seriously and seem to be very happy with their accomplishments. All of the students’ test scores show that they are grasping the material. The students’ participation in class discussions expresses their desire to learn more about Jesus’ life and His teachings. 

6th- 8th Grade PRIDE:
Ms. Akeesha Kelly
Our 6th graders are slowly getting adjusted to the middle school environment.  Parents continue to communicate with teachers about any concerns you may have as far as making this transition as smooth as possible.
Reading-We are reading the story A Corner of the Universe and our sixth graders are learning firsthand about real life experiences and how to cope.
Writing-The students have began a biographical sketch on the author of our current story.  This learning tool will help support our descriptive writing portfolio we’re working on in class.
Math-Students are now taking the time to review basic facts in order to set a strong foundation in math.  Consistent repetition of basic facts will allow each student to recall math skills while acquiring the concept of order of operation.
7th Grade
Reading-We are reading the story Stargirl and our seventh graders are eager to find out how to perfectly organize their author’s sketch.  This sketch gives a chronological account of the author’s life and the actual process that went into writing the novel we are currently reading.
Writing-The students are also doing an autobiography while finding out some interesting things about themselves.  Structure and content are key concepts students must focus upon during their published writings.
Math-Are learning some Pre-Algebra sense.  It is important for seventh graders to grasp the concept of Algebra at this tender stage in order to feel comfortable with math in high school.  If your child gains an understanding for Algebra at this stage high school math will not scare them at all. 
8th Grade
Reading-Our eighth graders are finishing up the book Al Capone Does My Shirts and are working on a ground project which formulates into the actual building size of Alcatraz.  Very exciting!
Writing-Students have sat personal goals, learning goals, and community goals in order to prepare for effective high school goals.  This descriptive writing involves each student dissecting each component of what it takes to set a goal, reach it, and increase it!
Math-Students have begun to tackle Algebra head on! They are learning and applying formulas that will stick and stay in preparation for high school.  Algebra involves analytical thinking far beyond the ordinary and these eighth graders are taking it all in stride.

Media/ Technology:
	The computer lab is very busy these days. We are working on a mixture of activities. In a continued effort to incorporate the curriculum from major subjects, some classes are working on specific projects that connect something from homeroom with new technology skills. 
[image: Macintosh HD:Applications:Microsoft Office 2008:Office:Media:Clipart:Photos.localized:j0178677.jpg]
Pre K and Kindergarten are working on their mouse and Internet skills
1st and 2nd have been doing Sadlier Religion exercises on the Internet as well as working on keyboard skills
3rd grade through 5th have worked on their Labor Day presentation either in Word or PowerPoint
6th grade is doing a family tree in Inspiration
7th and 8th created a research project about the history of Labor Day.
All grades are practicing their keyboard skill each class

Student Council News:
Congratulations to all of our new Student Council members!  We had an awesome assembly in which the candidates for office presented their positions followed by a very close election.  Thanks to everyone who ran for a position. The new officers and representatives will take their oath of office at the October 2nd mass. The Student Council is busy at work planning environmental, Halloween, and other exciting events and assemblies! 

President: Kathryn Skalski
Vice President: Jessica Carter Treasurer: Nick Mossa
School Spirit (sports): Aubrey Briggs
Assembly: Kayleigh Crandell
Religious Affairs: Ronnie Marie Georgieff
Environmental Affairs: Brenton Pak
Cultural Affairs: Steve Weimer
Class Representatives: 8th Jessica Evans, 7th Jackson Teets, 6th Shaylyn Auffarth, 5th Erica Bull, 4th Karly Massoni, 3rd Van Bunce, 2nd Sarah Stefanski, 1st Matthew Koneyak, K Jarod Ditzel, and Pre-K Jodi Fell and Chris Barlow 
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:pannew:Library:Application Support:Microsoft:Office:Clipart:Personal:j0301386.wmf]

We will be sponsoring monthly bake sales (on the first Friday of each month) along with the different homerooms.  The bake sales will take place following mass and all items cost $.25.
After School Clubs:
Did you know that SHM now has afterschool clubs four times a week? With the great help of Mrs. Brune, Ms. Michele, Mrs. Gephardt, Ms. Kim, Mrs. Remsky and Ms. Kelly, Students in the older grades now have a chance to stay involved at school after school hours!  Clubs offered: Games, Homework, Girl’s Club, Drama and Cross Country! 
From the School Counselor:
Dear Parents-
For the past 9 years, many of you have known me as the Coordinator of the PRIDE Program.  This year, I am taking on a new role as guidance counselor, as well!  I am very excited to be interacting with your children in a new way and getting to know a larger group of the SHM population.  I hold a Master's degree in Counseling Psychology from Loyola College and have been working in different counseling capacities for the past 25 years.  I will be here at school on Tuesdays and Fridays, but I am always available by email maryjop@shmschool.org or phone 443.306.7864.  Please don't hesitate to contact me if you are having concerns about your child- academic, emotional, or social.
God bless-
Mary Jo Puglisi

Volunteers Wanted:
Are you looking for a great way to help out Sacred Heart of Mary School and have a couple of hours free during the week? If so, we have the perfect answer for you! We are looking for some clerical help in the school office. Volunteers must be STAND certified and willing to help! Please contact Ms. Walters if interested! 
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:pannew:Library:Application Support:Microsoft:Office:Clipart:Personal:j0439384.jpg]
H1N1 Update:
As stated previously, Sacred Heart of Mary School is in constant communication with various agencies including the local health departments to get the latest updates concerning the H1N1 flu. Please consult your child’s doctor for further information and know that we are taking all information and using our resources to help limit the spread of all germs throughout our school! 

From the Health Suite:
 Just a reminder, that I cannot administer any medication to a student unless I have written authorization from a physician. This includes any over the counter medication such as Tylenol. I have forms in my office and they are also in the main office. Any questions or concerns please call me at 410-633-5524 between the hours of 8:30 & 1:30.
Thanks, Ms. Kathi
Special Thanks:
On behalf of the faculty and staff, I would like to thank the families from the sixth grade for their wonderfully yummy lunch last week! It was well appreciated by all! THANK YOU!!! 
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